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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed March 4, 2009 have been fully considered but they 

are not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that Sehr fails to disclose an enciphering device that 
enciphers, according to the identification information specifying the external 
apparatus, at least one of the image data and the operating information. The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. The Sehr reference was used to disclose 
securely sending a message to a receiver according to the an encryption process 
wherein the sender encodes the message with a public key specific to that 
receiver and wherein the receiver uses its private key specific to that receiver to 
decrypt the message. The public key can include a unique mailing address or 
public telephone number which would ensure the correct external apparatus 
would securely receive the message. Then the external apparatus would include 
a private key which can include a secret combination of alphanumeric 
characteristics that will decrypt the incoming message. All of this can be found in 
col. 28, lines 36-46. Furthermore, Sehr was only being referenced to teach 
encrypting a message using a public key/private key security system as well as 
the public key including the unique mailing address or telephone number of 
where the message is going wherein only the apparatus that the message was 
supposed to be sent to can open the message thereby meeting the limitation of 
the enciphering device enciphers according to the identification information. The 
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rest of the limitation was meant by the previous combination of Watanabe et al. in 
view of Steinberg et al. Therefore, the combination of Watanabe et al. in view of 
Steinberg et al. in view of Sehr meet the claimed limitations and the rejection is 
maintained. 

2. In response to applicant's argument that Sehr is nonanalogous art, it has been 
held that a prior art reference must either be in the field of applicant's endeavor or, if 
not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the applicant was 
concerned, in order to be relied upon as a basis for rejection of the claimed invention. 
See In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, Sehr 
is pertinent to the particular problem of encrypting data according to the specific 
external apparatus that is receiving the data, thereby making it analogous art. A further 
explanation was cited above regarding the combination of the Watanabe et al., 
Steinberg et al, and Sehr references. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,10, 26-28, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Watanabe et al. (U.S. Patent 5,953,481 ) in view of Steinberg et al. 



(U.S. Patent 5,862,21 7) in view of Sehr (U.S. Patent 6,999,936). 
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Regarding claim 1, Watanabe et al. discloses a reproducing apparatus 
having an editing function, which includes a camera-integrated type VTR that 
comprises a body (1 0), a control part provided to the body (2), the control part (2) 
being operated by a user (the control part (2) is operated by the user through the 
input key group (5)); a communication device which transmits image data (col. 
10, lines 16-20); a wireless communication device (3) that transmits operation 
information corresponding with operation of the control part (2) to an external 
apparatus (1 1 ) to remotely control the external apparatus (1 1 ) (col. 9, lines 61 - 
67; col. 10, lines 1-38) when within a predetermined distance therefrom; a storing 
device that stores identification information for specifying the external apparatus 
(col. 8, lines 8-12); and a specifying device that specifies the external apparatus 
from the identification information stored in the storing device (col. 9, lines 50-55) 
(col. 8, lines 8-12 - the remote-control signals which are respectively associated 
for use with the VTRs as registered). However, Watanabe et al. does not 
specifically disclose that the wireless communication device transmits image data 
and an enciphering device that enciphers, according to the identification 
information, at least one of the image data and the operation information. 

Referring to the Steinberg et al. reference, Steinberg et al. discloses a 
remote video transmission system wherein image data is transmitted wirelessly 
from a camera-integrated device (10) to an external apparatus (12) (Fig. 1; col. 2, 
lines 49-64; col. 3, lines 31-35) and an enciphering device that enciphers image 
data (abstract - encrypts image data). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made that the image data transmitted by 
Watanabe et al. would be transmitted wirelessly, in the manner taught by 
Steinberg et al., so communication would be made easier by being accessible in 
areas where standard lines are inaccessible. However, Watanabe et al. in view 
of Steinberg et al. still fail to disclose an enciphering device that enciphers, 
according to the identification information, at least one of the image data and the 
operation information. 

Referring to the Sehr reference, Sehr discloses an apparatus capable of 
securely sending a message to a receiver according to the an encryption process 
wherein the sender encodes the message with a public key specific to the 
receiver and wherein the receiver uses its private key specific to that receiver to 
decrypt the message (col. 28, lines 24-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have securely sent the image data 
encrypted by Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. by encrypting the image 
data according to the receiver in order to ensure that only the receiver can 
decrypt the image data. 

Regarding claim 10, Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of 
Sehr discloses all the limitations previously discussed with respect to claim 1 as 
well as Watanabe et al. further disclosing that the control part (2) comprises an 
operation key (input key group (5)). 
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Regarding claim 26, Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of 
Sehr discloses all the limitations previously discussed with respect to claim 1 
including that the wireless communication device establishes a connection with 
the external apparatus prior to transmitting image data (Steinberg et al.: col. 2, 
line 65 -col. 3, line 35). 

Regarding claim 27, Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of 
Sehr discloses all the limitations previously discussed with respect to claims 1 
and 26 including that once the connection is established with the external 
apparatus, the electronic camera transmits image data to the external device 
upon receipt of a request for transmission of image data (Steinberg et al.: col. 2, 
line 65 - col. 3, line 35; col. 5, lines 1 1 -1 3). 

Regarding claim 28, Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of 
Sehr discloses all the limitations previously discussed with respect to claims 1 , 
26, and 27 including that the external device is a personal computing device 
(Watanabe et al.: Fig. 1 ; Steinberg et al.: Fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 30, Watanabe et al. discloses a reproducing apparatus 
having an editing function, which includes a camera-integrated type VTR that 
comprises a body (1 0), a control part provided to the body (2), the control part (2) 
being operated by a user (the control part (2) is operated by the user through the 
input key group (5)); a communication device which transmits image data (col. 
10, lines 16-20); a wireless communication device (3) that transmits operation 
information corresponding with operation of the control part (2) to an external 
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apparatus (1 1 ) to remotely control the external apparatus (1 1 ) (col. 9, lines 61 - 
67; col. 10, lines 1-38) when within a predetermined distance therefrom; a storing 
device that stores identification information for specifying the external apparatus 
(col. 8, lines 8-12); and a specifying device that specifies the external apparatus 
from the identification information stored in the storing device (col. 9, lines 50-55) 
(col. 8, lines 8-12 - the remote-control signals which are respectively associated 
for use with the VTRs as registered). However, Watanabe et al. does not 
specifically disclose that the wireless communication device transmits image data 
and an enciphering device that enciphers, according to the identification 
information, the image data and the operation information. 

Referring to the Steinberg et al. reference, Steinberg et al. discloses a 
remote video transmission system wherein image data is transmitted wirelessly 
from a camera-integrated device (10) to an external apparatus (12) (Fig. 1; col. 2, 
lines 49-64; col. 3, lines 31-35) and an enciphering device that enciphers image 
data (abstract - encrypts image data). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made that the image data transmitted by 
Watanabe et al. would be transmitted wirelessly, in the manner taught by 
Steinberg et al., so communication would be made easier by being accessible in 
areas where standard lines are inaccessible. However, Watanabe et al. in view 
of Steinberg et al. still fail to disclose an enciphering device that enciphers, 
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according to the identification information, the of the image data and the 
operation information. 

Referring to the Sehr reference, Sehr discloses an apparatus capable of 
securely sending a message to a receiver according to the an encryption process 
wherein the sender encodes the message with a public key specific to the 
receiver and wherein the receiver uses its private key specific to that receiver to 
decrypt the message (col. 28, lines 24-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have securely sent the image data 
encrypted by Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. by encrypting the image 
data according to the receiver in order to ensure that only the receiver can 
decrypt the image data. 
5. Claims 20, 29, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of Sehr as applied 
to claims 1 and 30 above, and further in view of Peters (U.S. Patent 6,601 ,093). 

Regarding claim 20, Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of 
Sehr discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 , 
but does not specifically disclose the wireless communication device 
automatically initiates communication with the external device without any action 
by the user when the camera is within a predetermined distance of the external 
apparatus. 
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Referring to the Peters reference, Peters discloses a networking 
environment that utilizes the Bluetooth™ technique, which is a technique that 
enables devices containing radio modems to be automatically detected upon 
coming into radio proximity with one or more other similarly-equipped devices 
(col. 6, lines 44-49). Peters gives the example of this technique being utilized 
between a wireless computer and server, wherein the wireless computer 
establishes communication with the server upon coming into proximity of the 
signal field of the server (col. 4, lines 41-50). Peters further states that the low- 
powered radio module defined by Bluetooth standard is intended to be built into 
various devices, including digital cameras (col. 6, lines 59-64), and that the 
advantages of using this technology include offering a great convenience to 
users in that devices can easily be added or moved without the inconvenience 
and expense of cables or in-premises wiring (col. 5, lines 1 -1 9). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the Bluetooth technique disclosed by 
Peters into the electronic camera of Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in 
view of Sehr, making the camera a Bluetooth-enabled device, to offer a great 
convenience to users in that the camera can easily be moved without the 
inconvenience and expense of cables or in-premises wiring when connected to 
the external device, and also to reduce power consumption which would occur if 
the external device was left on when not in use, but rather would turn the external 
device on when the camera is within a predetermined distance. 
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Regarding claim 29, Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of 
Sehr discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 
including that upon request to transmit image data, the wireless communication 
device transmits image data to the external device. However, Watanabe et al. in 
view of Steinberg et al. fails to disclose the camera automatically selecting a 
device to connect to. 

Referring to the Peters reference, Peters discloses a networking 
environment that utilizes the Bluetooth™ technique, which is a technique that 
enables devices containing radio modems to be automatically detected upon 
coming into radio proximity with one or more other similarly-equipped devices 
(col. 6, lines 44-49). Peters gives the example of this technique being utilized 
between a wireless computer and server, wherein the wireless computer 
establishes communication with the server upon coming into proximity of the 
signal field of the server (col. 4, lines 41-50), which means that the camera 
automatically selects a device to connect to. Peters further states that the low- 
powered radio module defined by Bluetooth standard is intended to be built into 
various devices, including digital cameras (col. 6, lines 59-64), and that the 
advantages of using this technology include offering a great convenience to 
users in that devices can easily be added or moved without the inconvenience 
and expense of cables or in-premises wiring (col. 5, lines 1 -1 9). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the Bluetooth technique in 
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order to automatically select a device to connect to disclosed by Peters into the 
electronic camera of Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of Sehr, 
making the camera a Bluetooth-enabled device, to offer a great convenience to 
users in that the camera can easily be moved without the inconvenience and 
expense of cables or in-premises wiring when connected to the external device, 
and also to reduce power consumption which would occur if the external device 
was left on when not in use, but rather would turn the external device on when 
the camera is within a predetermined distance. 

Regarding claim 31, Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of 
Sehr discloses all the limitations as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 , 
as well as the apparatus further comprising: when the wireless communication 
device receives a request from the external apparatus for communication, the 
apparatus responds to the request from the external apparatus based on the 
identification information of the external device stored in the storing device, and 
wherein the wireless communication device transmits the image data and without 
interaction from the user (Steinberg et al.: col. 2, line 65 - col. 3, line 35; col. 5, 
lines 11-13; Sehr: col. 28, lines 24-50 - sending image data according to the 
device). However, Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in view of Sehr fail 
to disclose an operating part setting the electronic camera in a sleep state after a 
taking operation, wherein when the digital camera comes within a predetermined 
distance of the external apparatus a connection is made, the operating part sets 
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the electronic camera in an operating mode, and wherein the operating part sets 
the sleep mode and the operating mode without interaction from a user. 

Official Notice is taken that it is well-known in the art to have the digital 
camera go into sleep mode while waiting for another command and once that 
command is received then the digital camera wakes-up and processes that 
command. Furthermore, it is also well-known in the art that user interaction is 
not required to put the digital camera into sleep mode because it can be based 
on an internal timer that calculates how long the digital camera has been 
inactive. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have digital camera go into sleep mode after 
a period of inactivity in order to wait for its next command and once that 
command is received the digital camera resumes operation and processes the 
command in order to save on the battery life of the digital camera. Furthermore, 
once the camera wakes-up the command is processed, which would require no 
interaction from the user. Therefore, the Official Notice meets the claimed 
limitations of an operating part setting the electronic camera in a sleep state after 
a taking operation, wherein the operating part sets the electronic camera in an 
operating mode, and wherein the operating part sets the sleep mode and the 
operating mode without interaction from a user. However, Watanabe et al. in 
view of Steinberg et al. in view of Sehr still fail to disclose when the digital 
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camera comes within a predetermined distance of the external apparatus a 
connection is made. 

Referring to the Peters reference, Peters discloses a networking 
environment that utilizes the Bluetooth™ technique, which is a technique that 
enables devices containing radio modems to be automatically detected upon 
coming into radio proximity with one or more other similarly-equipped devices 
(col. 6, lines 44-49). Peters gives the example of this technique being utilized 
between a wireless computer and server, wherein the wireless computer 
establishes communication with the server upon coming into proximity of the 
signal field of the server (col. 4, lines 41-50). Peters further states that the low- 
powered radio module defined by Bluetooth standard is intended to be built into 
various devices, including digital cameras (col. 6, lines 59-64), and that the 
advantages of using this technology include offering a great convenience to 
users in that devices can easily be added or moved without the inconvenience 
and expense of cables or in-premises wiring (col. 5, lines 1 -1 9). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the Bluetooth technique disclosed by 
Peters into the electronic camera of Watanabe et al. in view of Steinberg et al. in 
view of Sehr, making the camera a Bluetooth-enabled device, to offer a great 
convenience to users in that the camera can easily be moved without the 
inconvenience and expense of cables or in-premises wiring when connected to 
the external device, and also to reduce power consumption which would occur if 
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the external device was left on when not in use, but rather would turn the external 
device on when the camera is within a predetermined distance. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HEATHER R. JONES whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 
4:30 pm, and every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Heather R Jones 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 
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June 5, 2009 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



